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eontinue fo support the medical serviges
of the North, as they have done already to
the extent of £500. This bhas proved a
wonderful asset to that part of the State.
The Government are to be complimented
upon what they have done. Reference was
made in the House the vther night to the
road grant of £28,000 to various north-west
road boards. These subsidies are always
very aeceptable. At times the road boards
find it exceedingly difficult to keep their
roads in order, and thce only means they
have of doing so is through these grants.
As the member for Roebounrne (Mr. Rod-
oreda) said the other night, the grants are
not nearly big enongh. The only way to
get goods transported through the North-
A\West is along the roads, but in many in-
stances these ave roads in name only. The
amount of petrol consumed in the North-
West in transport sevvieces should provide
a reason for further grants being given
for voad construetion. A good deal of rev-
enue is derived from the fax on petrol. T
must say the Government have been very
sympathetic in this regard to the North-
West, and their assistanee has been very
acceptable,  Without appearing to be
greedy, we would appreciate further grants
in this divection, and I know they would
nol be turned down if they were offered.
The roads are frequently knocked abont
by heavy summer rains. Unfortunately, we
have not recently had any summer rains,
and the roads are not in as bad a state as
they usually are. Generally speaking, how-
ever, they are in a pretty bad condition
all the vear vound. We all know the
straits to which the pastoral industry in
the North bas been reduced. In many in-
stanees in my clectorate pastoralists have
lost praetically half their stock, and many
voung fellows who started not long ago in

the industry have now heen reduced
to where they were when they wade
their start. 1 do not want at this

stage to ask for nny assistance on their be-
half, bhecause we usually prefer to paddle
our own canoe, but the time has arrived
when assistance might well be asked for.
When the request is made, I hope the Gov-
crnment will see their way to grant it

Mr. Marshall: On this oecasion the Gov-
crnment will have to give some considera-
tion te these people.

[COUNCIL.]

Mr. WELSH: I hope the Government will
take into consideration the remarks I have
made concerning the shipping facilities for
the North-West and the appointment of a
warden for the Pilbara mining distriet.

On motion by Mr. Doust, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned al 8.50 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Thursday, 27th August, 1936

AQH
Adjournment, Leadershlp of the Councl], resignation
of Hon, J, M. Drew ...

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30

P, winl read pravers,

ADJOURNMENT—LEADERSHIP OF
THE COUNCIL.

Tresignation of Hon. J. M, Drew.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. AL
Drew—Central) [+.36]: T move—

That the House at its rising ndjourn until
Tuesday, Sth September,
As I have decided to vesign y portfolio
as Chief Seeretary, which invalves my resig-
nation as Leader of the Homse, I wish to
say a few parting words to hon. members.
I shall soon he leaving this old seat which
I first filled 32 years ago, and which T ean
never hope to fill again. The solemnity of
the oceasion brings up old memories, revives
in my mind very old associntions. T
think of the men who sat in this Chamber
down a long range of years. I think of their
discussions, their different attributes, and
the diversity of their views. From time to
time there have been mighty debates in this
Chamber. A secore or more verbal battories
have heen brought info aetion; and the
Leader of the House, no matter what hix
polities might be, has often been obliged fo
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plumb the depths of his ingenuity, in an
cffort to discover maferial to meet the attack
or to c¢oax the temporary enemy into =a
reasonable degree of subjection. There has
often heen fighting, but the fighting has been
fair. We have been able, on all oceasions,
to battle for our respective prineiples, and,
outside the Chamber, meet and talk together
as friends. The great thing in political life
is to recognise that the honest opinions of
others are entitled to respeet; that their
opinions, in certain circumstances, may be
due to a misapprehension, and that very
often the best way to subdue an opponent,
and enlist his support, is to give bim the
facts and satisfy him that they are faets.

I have been trcated with a great deal of
consideration by the House. The members
have been extraordinarily generous to me:
they have made my path easier than I could
have hoped it to be. I have always thought
that the renson why it has heen so, is that I
have grown up with the House; that I am a
link between the old and the new; that I am
looked upon as the patriarch of this Cham-
her, and that, without regard to my merits,
1 have been accorded a tolerance which rev-
erence for antiquity might excuse but which
reason could not justify. It seems to me
that I have heen sheltered by the profecting
mantle of the long procession of distin-
guished men whoe have gone before. For
15 years, all fold, I have been your Leader,
and T can look hack on the past and say
that, although from first to last my party
was in a hopeless minority, and that although
in most eases the prineiples I held and voiced
were not in keeping with the sentiments of
many of the members, yet there was always
extended to me the greafest courtesy and
kindness. And I must say—and I think this
is undeniable-—that T have seen some excel-
lent legislation in the interests of Labour
passed by this House.

To you, Mr. President, I owe much. T
have always had the benefit of your sound
judgment and good advice. The Chairman
of Committees (Br. Cornell), who, I regret,
is absenf through illness, has also been of
mueh assistance to me. To all the officers

of the House, including the “Hansard” staff,

I owe a sincere acknowledgment of the
willing services thev have rendered to me
over a long course of years.

A word on behalf of my successor., He
is known to you. He has been a fower of
strength to me. XNo colleague could have
heen maore loyval to me than he. I have no
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doubt that you will recognise his responsibi-
lities and belp to wake his path smoother
for him. Mr. Gray, as Henorary Minister,
may be expected to bring to bear on his
duties, both in Cabinet and in the House,
that varied expericnce of men and things
whieh is helpful to sueceess.

Although I shall no longer be your Leader,
1 will still be a member; and I hope that
I may be able to continue for some time fo
render service to my Party, to my Provinee.
und to the State whose welfare is dear to
my heart,

HON. C. F. BAXTER (East) [4.42]: It
is with feelings of deep regret that I rise to
express myself concerning Mr. Drew’s
resignation of the Leadership of the Legis-
lative Council and the portfolio of Chbief
Secretary.  Mr. Drew has stated two or
three reasons for is success in this Cham-
ber, but I ean assure the hon. gentleman
that [ do not regard those reasons as vital.
Mr. Drew’s ability, bis integrity, and his
hanesty of purpose have earried him through
many battles here and have endeared him to
every member. The hon. gentleman has set
a stnndard which has been adopted by many
members, and all who have adopted it have
gained enormously by doing so. Mr. Drew’s
role has not been an casy one; nor can that
role be easy for any leader of the Couneil,
for he finds himself situated quite differently
from the leader of another place. There a
Minister of the Crown has the advantage of
the solid vote of the party sitting behind
him. TIn this Chamber it frequently remains
with the leader of the House to influence the
vote of praciically every member in order
to secure the passage of Bills and the carry-
ing of motions. Let e say also that the
Labour (fovernments which have been in
power in Western Australia have heen most
forfunate in having the advantage of a
judgment of the calibre of that posscssed hy
Mr, Drew, a man wha is so highly esteemed
that he has been suceessful in securing the
passage of measures which would not have
heen passed in the same good order by many
other leaders. There are always difficulties
which beset Parliamentarians generally, and
especiatly a leader of this Chamber; hut in
My, Drew we found a man who if at any
time through inadvertency—as must happen
to any leader of the Council—he made a mis-
statement, no matter how slight, was alwavs
burning to seize the first oppertnnity to
correct the wrong impression created and let
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hon. members know the exact position.  We
know, again, that Mr, Drew is of a very fine
type, & man who would not diverge by a
hair's hreadth from proper conduet in life
nor lend his countenance to anvthing of
which he did not approve. | am pleased
indeed that Mr. Drew will be remaining with
s as a4 member of the Chawher to aid us
with hiz wise counsels. During the 22 vears
T have been here, Mr. Drew hus heen of very
great assistance to members of the House
and a stalwari for the preservation of the
traditions of the House. 1t is of immense
nuportanee that we should have members of
the type of Mr. Drew when we consider that
not infrequently the whole of the responsi-
ity for the passing of legislation is thrown
on this Chamber. Thercfore wmen of the
character of Mr. Drew, with Lis experienee,
his probity and his genial way are in.
valuable, and T hope he will be spared for
long vears to grace this Chamber with his
presence,  Mr. Prew’s successor, Mr. Kitson,
lias heen very fortunate in having a leader
sueh as Alr. Drew to understndy.  Person-
ally, | think that Mr. Kitson in understady-
ing My, Drew has fortificd limself to oceupy
his new position with honour te himself and
to the Government, in addition to rendering
valuable service to the State. T trast he will
be entirely successfal in his new post. The
Legislative Counneil has always heen fair and
reasonable; in taet, T may sav that members
were more than reasonable to we from time
to time when [ was oceupying the position
of Leader. [ feel sure the same considera-
tion will be extended to Alr. Kitson in his
new role. I regret very much that Mr, Drew
has seen fit to vetire, but I hope that retire-
ment will mean a long continuance of his
wood health, that he may remain with us in
the Council for vears to come.
i

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [4.48]:
Mr. Baxter, I think, has fittingly expressed
the wishes actnating every member of the
House, all of whoin regret that we should
have lost a Leader who has set so high a
standard of conduct in this House, a stand-
ard which has been largely responsible for
the esteem in which he is held to-day, not
only in the Chamber, hut in the minds of
the public. T can well understand the
motives underlying Mr. Drew’s determina-
tion to sever the long period le has spent
in office. Fle has established a reputation here
that will last long after he leaves the Cham-
her in whichh he has worthily upheld the
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traditions of high debate and fair play. Iu
that regard the Minister has achieved a
record that will he very diffieult for anyone
clse to surpass.  On more than one ocension
AMr. Drew has materially nssisted the House
in positions extremely diffieult and delicate,
and on those ocensions members have readily
followed him, in the confident knowledge
that their trust would not be abused. The
Chief Secretary’s cfforts in that divection
have been fully appreciated by members in
times when the relationship between the two
Houses was strained and the position acnte.
Members also have been highly appreciative
of the way in which Myr. Drew has ever been
ready to supply infermation required. 1In
the eonrse of a debate the Minister has
spared no pains in obtaining information in
order that the House shonld fully appre-
rinte the position. T am sure that sueh
iraditions as the Chief Seeretary has estab-
lished will he worthily followed by his sue-
cesgar, My, Kitson, T have watched the pro-
gress of the Honorary Minister in  this
Touse and T am confident he will follow
worthily in the steps of his Leader. 1 wish
to express wy personal vegret that Mr,
Drew should be leaving office, but T look
forward to imany vears during which I hope
he will be here to assist us in the capaeity
af a private member.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Mctropolitan)
[4.50]: We all fecl profound vegret at the
anuouncement made by Mr. Drew, a regret
that has been cearly and emphatienlly ex-
pressed by those who have preceded wme. T
know that every member here has held the
Leader of the House in the greatest and
highest respeet.  That gentleman eould never
have heen so sneeessful in his position had
he not possessed those rualitics of character
whieh directed Tim in every action of his
life. We ean feel for him on his decision
to retive from a position which he has oecu-
pied for longer vears than any other man
has ever held it, and I venture to say Mr,
Drew has held it throughont all that time
with the highest esteem of everybody. That
he should have won that estcem can be, 1
think, explained by his pavting words, de-
livered so elonuently this afternoon. He re-
minded us of the fact that he was regarded
perhaps as the patriareh of the Ionse. We
certainly do regard him in that light
and as he stated, he was looked upon
link between the old and the
But in expressine  those  words,

a3  a
new,
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he has also conveyed the impression that the
high standard which actuated those members
witl whom he laboured in the early vears
has been perpetuated by him and passed
oh, I hope for his successor to follow, These
are the qualitics which have won for Mr.
Drew that esteem of his fellow members, and
I e¢an realise that his suecessor in following
him has someone to look up to, someone to
whom he can look as guide; and if he fol-
lows in Mr. Drew’s footsteps, then the same
admiration and kindly feelings and expres-
sions will be used towards him when his turn
comes. I join with the previous speankers
also in the wishes that have heen expressed
towards Mr. Kitson, who will succeed the
Chief Secretary. I trust that in oecupying
that position Mr. Kitson will bear in mind
those fine qualities that won for Mr. Drew
the esteem which has been felt towards him,
uot only in the House but throughout the
length and breadth of the State. I admit that
he has set a standard and an ideal of con-

duct  that are high indeed. To Mr.
Gray also may 1 express the hope
that in assuming office as Honorary

Minister he will be guided by the same wis-
dom and thoroughness and ability which has
characterised My, Kitson whilst filling that
position. I quite renlise, if I may add one
word in conclusion, how difficult it will be
for our friend Mr. Drew when he enters
this Chamber not to falter for a moment as
he passes the seat he lias ocecupied with such
distinction for so many years. He may feel
alinost that it is his aceustomed seat, as in-
deed it has been through ull those long years.
And one may well pardon him if some day
in a spirit of forgetfulness he may actually
resume his scal, or in passing it he may see
there sonie member whom he might momen-
tarily regard as a stranger. I trust that
many years remain to Mr. Drew to help us
in the Council and that, as he himself would
have it, the dchates will always be some-
thing to look forward to. My best wishes
go out to Mr. Drew,

HON. J. J. HOLMES (XNorth) [456]: 1
cau only say that nobody regrets more than
I do the retirement of the Chief Secretary
from the position he has held in this House
for so many years and with sueh distinction.
He has been an example to one and all of
us, for he has faithfully carried out his
duties in a manner that we could always
admire. This afiernoon he referred to the
kindness of members and to what members
have allowed him to do. Bui it is only be-
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cause members had implicit eonfidence in
him that he has been able to accomplish so
much in the way of moulding legi=zlation in
this country on fairly decent lines. But, to
use a sporting phrase, he never onre
attempted te hit helow the belt; althoush
on occasions members have given hin oppor-
tunity to retaliate, he never took advantage
of it, nor has he ever attempted to get away
with anything in this House. He brought
Bills down here, he explained the position,
he showed the pitfalls and dealt exhaustively
with every clause in each Bill. Having done
that he had done his job as Leader of the
House, after which he stood up to aeccom-
plish the passing of the legislation, and in
a fair and equitable way informed the
Housc and the country what his views were,
So, as [ say, he never attempled to get away
with anything in this Chamber withont
members knowing exaetly what they were
doing. Tle has heen the soul of honour and
has set a high standard for other members
to follow. Lle has heen deseribed as one of
nature’s gentlemen. 1 repeat that no one
will regret more than I de Mr. Drew’s retire-
ment from the Leadership. Happily, how-
ever, we shall have his presence and wise
counsel and marked ability at our disposal,
which is something we can congratulate our-
selves upon, [ wish to endorse every word
of what the previous speakers have said.
As far as Mr. Kitson is concerned, I aum
bownd to say that he has already profited
by the experience he has gained in this
Chamber. [ have told him that he is a much
hetter man now than hefore. If Mr. Kitson
and Mr. Gray follow on the same lines, and
adhere to the strict prineiples adopted by
the retiving Leader, Mr. Drew, they will at
the end of their term have done well for
their party, for this House, and for the
country. M Drew has set a high standard
for them to live up to, and, although I will
not promise not to criticise, if there is any-
thing I ean do to help forward legislation
introdueed by them for the general good of
this eountry, they will have my whole-
hearted support. Onee more let me express
my regret at Mr. Drew’s retirement from
the position of Chief Seeretary, which he
has held for so many years with scech
distinetion,

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [3.3]:
Many predietions were made prior to the
assembling of Parvliament as to what would
happen as a result of the eleetions, but it
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is safe to say that no one could have fore-
seen the surprises that have from day to
day startled us. The most momentous and
perhaps the greatest surprise of all is that
which we have had to-day in learning of
the resiguation of the Chief Seerctary, M.
Drew, our trusted and dear friend. I
think I can elaim him to be that, on my
own bebalf and on behalf of all members.
During the whole of the period I have
had the pleasure of being in this House,
I have had close assoeciation with M.
Drew. 1 have foliowed his carcer right
through with the greatest interest and
have the fullest appreciation of the admir-
able manner in which he has earried out
his duties since he took offiee as Chief
Seeretavy. Withont wishing to east any
reflection on his successor, I would say
that Labour®s loss in this ease is our loss.
T should have heen sorvy to think that
Mr. Drew intended to retive from polities
altogether, and it is wond to have his
assnranee that he intends to comtinue as a
private member, 1 hope he will long be
spared to give this Chamber the bencfit of
his many vears of cxperienee. It will
readily he recognised that, to a man of
his temperament, the strain of office after
such a strenuons period of years must be
great, for he has heen a very important
member of the Ministry with which he has
heen associated. It will be a great relief
to him to have the caves of office taken off
his shoulders. In elosing, I wish to en-
dorse all the kind wishes extended by other
members to Mr. Kitson and Mr. Gray.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West) [5.6]:
I desire to join in the expressions of re-
gret which have been uttered this after-
noon concerning the resignation of the
Teader of this House. I am sure those of
us who are comparatively new to this
Chamber have a great deal for whieh to
thank Mr. Drvew. His unfailing courtesy
to the younger members has been outstand-
ing, and his readiness at all times to assist
members has been wonderful in the ex-
treme. It has been my privilege to have
been associated with My. Drew for many
more vears than I have been in Parliament.
Some years ago he laid down the pen in
his profession which he left carrving with
him the greatest respect of all its members,
many of whom locked up to him as one of
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the most, il not the most, outstanding men
in that profession. In that spherve, also,
he lived a strennous life and laid down
high principles for his own guidance and
the gnidanee of others. There, as in this
House, he displayed wonderful judgment,
and extreme kindness, smoothing down,
with his graciousness, any resentment which
may have been occasioned in the Press
world. And, just as he retived from active
work in that profession earrying with him
the appreciation and affeetion of all who
knew him, so to-day he lays down the
reing of leadership in this Chamber. Tt is
encouraging and comforting to know that
we will have his presence herc and will
still be able to seecure the benefit of his
wide knowledge and ecalm judgment, and
I trust that as long as he is spared on this
carth he will be associated with this Cham-
ber. To Mr. Kitson and Mr. Gray I extend
ny eongratulations and hope that at the
end of their term of office, they will enjoy
the same regard of all the members that
has been won hy Mr, Threw.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) [5.8]:
Notwithstanding the very high regard which
has been expressed towards the Chief Secre-
tary this afternoon I ask the indulgence of
the House to pay my fribute to him as one
of his colleagues in the Central Provinee
and one who, T think 1 am safe in saying,
can claim a longer acquaintanee and friend-
ship with him than any member in this
Chamber. Mv, Drew has known me since
I was a boy and T hope that he will not
mind my saying that at this moment my
thoughts go baek to his courtship days. It
was my very mreat pleasure to work in the
Geraldton post office with the good lady who
to-day is his wife and T can well remember,
as a bhoy, coming from the office and seeing
onr honourable friend, J.M., on heat outside,
waiting for his lady. T was a civil servant
then and little thought that the time would
comg when we wonld meet in a Chamber
such as this. Tt is a great regret to me that
1 could not see my way clear to be allied
with him in politics. Bnt we all have our
opinions and that is a thing which Fate de-
cides. As is well known to many members,
since T have heen here, T have felt it my
duty to say certain things which have caused
me to receive a severe verbal thrashing from
our friend. I have no reason to doubt that
every word uttered here this affernoon has
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Leen voiced with absolute sincerity and 1
know Mr, Drew will believe me, if every
other member does not, when I sav fthat
despite owr differences of opinion, nobody
holds him in higher esteem than I. Only a
couple of months ago I was at Dalwallinu,
which I was visiting in connection with the
performance of my duties as a member for
the provinee. Mr. Drew was there at the
time prosecuting his campaign for re-
election. T do not know whether the oceasion
was unique or not but 1 attended his meet-
ing and at the conclusion of his speech T
was able, amongst our own people, in our
own province, to get up and say what I
thought of him. T can pay no higher com-
pliment to him this afternoon than T paid
to him there. Just as the House regrets the
Chiel Seeretary’s retirement, so threaghout
the whole of the provinee will that regret be
shared by every man and woman. I venture
to suggest that if Mr. Drew had entered the
Legislative Assembly as member for Gerald-
ton, his ability would ultimately have enrned
him the distinetion of being head of the
Govermment in this State. Tt i5 simply
hecanse he entered this Chamber and has
remained heve that he has heen robhed of
that great honour.

HON. T. MOORE (Central) [5.11]: In a
few words I should like to concur in all that
has heen said by hon. members on the retire-
ment of our Leader. It is certainly with
mixed feelings that I speak at this june-
ture becanse I realise what a great severance
it 1= to the eountry such as ours to lose the
leadership of a man like Mr. Drew. It has
been said that he has been a link between
the old and the new. As a matter of facl
he i1z one of those men who never grow old.
He has never grown conservative and while
he has been growing old in years he has
always remained young in his desire to see
the eountry progress and to push things
along so as to make matters hetter for every-
one,  This has heen his aim sinee the first
day he came to this Chamber. The respect
in which be is held is reallv remarkable.
From end to end of the State, wherever one
might go, all will hear J. M. Drew spoken
of in terms of endearment; and so it will he
right along the many years he will he with
us vet, It is not really appreciated what
the leadership of this House actually means.
In the Legislative Assembly there are five
and sometimes six Ministers who handle the
Bili< that subsequently have to be dealt with
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solely by the Leader of the Ilouse in this
Chamber, for we must realise that most of
the higz and important Bills have to he
handled by the porifoliced Minister here.
When we recognise that Mr, Drew has not
been acenstomed to dealing with the depart-
ments from which wost of those Bills have
cmanated, it is really remarkable to think
that he has been able to concentrate upon
them for a lew homrs and then place the
contents of the measures hefore us, as Mr,
Holmes said, in a perfectly plain stateinent
of the facts. Mr. Drew has a remarkable
achievement to his eredit in that respect. I
o not think the outside public realise how
the Minister in charge of legislation in this
House has to concentrate upon his work in
order to place legislation hefore members
to enable them to deal with the subjeet mat-
ter of the measures. Mr. Drew has a very
enviable record. Although he is vaeating
his hizh office—and we are indeed sonv to
lose him as our Leader—we are glad that
he is to have an easier time after his long
and splendid eaveer. T hope he will be
spared for many vears to grace this Cham-
her and to give us the benefit of his advice
upon legislation that will be brought before
ns during the sessions to come. As to his
sneressor, Mr. Witson, 1 believe that hon.
gentleman will be able to handle the business
auite satisfactorily. As T =aid when speak-
mg at o meeting of our Party yesterday, Mr.
Kitson has uuule great progress in his work,
and he has done very well. While at first
members may have heen inclined to think
he was——

Hon. G. W, Miles: A bif of a radieal.

Hon. T. MOORE : No; that he was unused
to handling Bills, he has overcome that dif-
ficulty. Tt is indeed an ordeal for fhe man
who first rises to place a Bill before mem-
bers for their acceptance. We can look for-
ward with everv confidence to our new
Leader earvying ont his work safisfaciorily.
Fhe new Honorary Minister, Mr. Gray, has
yet to develop as Mr. Kitson has already
done, but I know members of this Chamber
will extend to him the same kindly help that
thex meted out fo others in like cireum-
stances, T am gnite satisfied that Mr. Gray
will improve in that direction as time goes
oit. There is no ¢uestion that he will act
with the greatest honesty of purpose, and
we can all wish him well. I regret the cir-
cumstances that have necessitated a ehange
in the leadership, and I am very pleased to
think that after the many years AMr. Drew
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has been associated with the publie life of
the State, no one can say a word against
him.  We will all agree that Mr. Drew is
one of the finest men this State has ever
known.

HON. C. H. WITTENOOM {South-East)
[519]: As one who has known Mr. Drew
almost as long as anyone clse in this House,
I also desire to cxpress my very deep re-
gret that he has ceased to be the Leader
of this House. His courtesy to all, and
morve particularly to new members, has al-
ways heen recognised and appreciated. I
join with other members in the sincere
hope that he will be spared for wany years
to give the House the bhenefit of the
esperience he has gained during the 32
years he has heen a member of this Cham-
ber, 15 years of which were spent in Minis-
terial office. We all appreciate the work
Mr. Drew has done for the State. As to
the new Leader, Mr. Kitson, and the new
Honorary Minister, Mr. Gray, all T can
say is that we hope we shall be able to
get on as well with them as we did with
Mr. Drew. e will extend to them! all
the assistance we possibly can, but I regret
very sincerely that we are losing the ser-
vices of Mr. Drew as Leader of the House.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [5.20]: As
one of the members sitting on the Govern-
ment back heneh, T desire to associate myself
with the many kindly remarks that have been
made this afternoon regarding the retfire-
ment of our Leader. 1o me this is one
of the saddest oecasions I bave known in
this Chamber. For so many years have
we been aceustomed to look. to Mr. Drew
for guidance and adviee, that it will indeed
he strange to have to turn to a new Leader.
During the years I have been a member of
this House, Mr. Drew has been, in every
sense of the word, a true Leader. On not
ong oceasion when I have sought advice
from him has it not been most willingly
given. Mr. Drew has had a career such as
few men in Awustralia can lay claim to.
We have c¢lung to him for many years as
our Leader and we have come to regard
him as something in the nature of Tenny-
son’s “Brook,” as onc who would go on
for ever. We realise that we have had more
than our share of service from Mr. Drew,
and that the time has arrived when we

[COUNCIL.]

must aceord him a litfle recreation, or at
least a little relief from the arduous task
he has shouidered for so many years. I
know of no other man in the public life
of Australia who is more deserving” of a
rest from his labours than Mr. Drew. I
gan only hope that for very many years to
come we shall have the advantages of his
services and advice, I suppose 1 shall
shortly have an opportunity to welecome
Mr. Drew as one of my colleagues on the
back bench. It will be a new expericoce
for him, one that I trust Mr. Drew wfill
enjoy. We can promise our new Leader
a continuanee of the loyalty we have given
to Mr, Drew in the past.

HON.E. H. GRAY {West) [523]: 1 wish
to associate myself with the expressions of
sincerg regret that members have uttered this
atternoon respecting Mr. Drew’'s retirement.
The fact that every member has spoken in
such high terms of Mr. Drew’s serviees in
this Chamber gives the occasion a wider
application, to my mind. Mr. Drew is held
in high regard throughout the Labour move-
ment,

Hon. G, W, Miles: Not only throughout
the Labour movement, but by all sections of
the community.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: He is one of the
founders of the Labour movement, and when
he was personally conducting his newspaper,
he wielded a mighty pen on hchalf of the
move for social justice. He is an oufstand-
ing figure illustrative of the type that made
the Australian Labour movement, and it is
not too much to say that the expressions of
high regard for Mr. Drew as Leader of the
House mean, if anything, a tribute of high
regard for the principles that underlic the
Labour movement, which he has represented
for so many years. Mr. Drew would not he
associated with anything dishoncurable, or
with anything that was not for the good ot
the country. He would not be associated
with anything that did not aim at helping
and uplifting the whole of the people. The
Labour movement owes a very heavy deht
to Mr. Drew, whose influence has extended,
as Mr. Miles indicated, far beyond the
Labour movement itself, He is held every-
where in high regard and respect, and his
name is a housebold word in the homes of
the people. It will indeed appear strange
to see Mr. Drew in a seat other than that
which be has oceupied for so many years.
We can take consolatior from the fact that
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he will be with us and stili be available to
give us the benefit of his advice and assist-
ance, { hope he will live for very many
vears to enjoy comparative tranqguillity as
a private member. No doubt, as oceasion
demands he will castigate us when we de-
gerve it. 1 thank members for their kindly
references to myself, It will eertainly be an
ordeal for me when I leave the back hench
where, with the joyful abandon of a school-
hoy, [ have been able to hurl verbal bombs
about, and on the front bench assume a
responsibility that will be altogether differ-
ent, T shall endeavour to follow in the foot-
steps of our past Leader, although it will be
very diffienlt. [ shail endeavour to live up
to the high siandard set by Mr. Drew and
by sa doing strive to earn the conlidence, if
not the snpport, of memhers. 1 shall have
an advantage in Lhat I have worked with onr
new Leader before. He was my general
when 1 commenced my political carcer. e
understands my weaknesses and 1 under-
stand his methods. We have alwayvs got on
well together and T sinecerely trust 1 shall
be of great assistanee to him in this Cham-
ber.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[5.27]: I cammot allow this opportunity to
pass without adding my few words of sin-
cere regret at Mr, Drew’s retirement from
the high and honourable position he hag
oceupied with such credit fo himself over
a period of many years. I congratulate
Mr. Kitson upon his appointment to tha
Leadership and I Feel sare he will carry
out the duttes of the office with eredit to
himself. T know he will receive every as-
sistanee possible from members generally.
T knew My, Grav long before he enterved
Parliament and I feel sure he will win his
spurs and do his hest to serve the State
and those he represents. While 1 cannot
oo baek as far as Mr. Hall and refer to Mr.
Drew’s couriship, I know that ever since I
have been in publie life I have learnt to
appreciate the manner in which be has car-
ried out his duties sinee he assumed the
responsibilities of public office in 1911,
Dwine the period I was a member of the
Legislative Assembly and occupied a par-
tially respounsible position there, I fre-
quently eame in contact with My, Drew
and on every occasion found him to be
extremely courfeous, kind and helpful.
Since T have been a member of this Cham-

ber my respect has grown te a preater ex-
tent. 1t must be verv gratifying indeed
to him to hear the many expressions of
sincere regret by members, and I wounld
like to quote just a few lines that seem
to me to fit in with the oceasion.

Give me n fow friends who wil love me for

what I am or am not, and keep ever burning be-.
fore wy wandering steps the kindly light of
hope; and though age and inlirmity overtake
me, and [ come not in sight of the castle of
my dreams, teach me still to be thankful for
life and times® old memories that are good and
sweet; and may {he evening twilight find me
gentle still.
Those lines typify the hon. gentleman, whe,
after having sevved the State for 32 years,
has seen fit to lay down the responsibilities
of office. We ave all verv pleased that Mr.
Drew intends to remain with ns as 2 mem-
her, and I hope he will be spared many
vears to occupy that poesition. Tt must be
gratifving to him, and also to his wife
and family, that so many genuine cxpres-
sions ol regret should have been wvoiced
that the weight of vears has compelled him
to lay aside the arduous duties of Minister
of the ('rown. One of the sweetest assor-
ances that Mr. Drew has in handing over
the position he has oceupied with so mueh
dignity is that of carrying with him the
renuing esteem and affection of his fellow
menibers.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-Bast)
5.32]: T should like to add my queta to
the expressions of appreeiation and regret
regarding Mr. Drew.  As oue of the younger
members of the House, I have to thank him
for assisfance alwavs readily given me and
the vourteous manner in which he has always
dealt with any request T have placed hefore
him.  As a Western Aunstralian-horn man,
T am very proud that Mr. Prew was also
horn in this great Siate, and has carried
out his Auties in such an able manner that
it has heen a pleasure to be associated with
him. I wish my friend Mr. Kitson every-
thing of the best for the future. If he wonld
only gain a little more avoirdupois, he
wmicht be able to fill his seat a little better,
hut he will have the support of many friends
im this House, becauze we appreciate his
honesiy of purpose and the able manner in
which he has earried out his dnties while
Mr. Drew was his chief. Havine known Mr.
Gray in the province I represent, I am
afraid . Holmes will be telling us, when
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Alr, Gray moves to the front bench, that we
have another representative of Katanning
in the House. We know that we shall re-
ceive nothing but courteons treatment from
ltim, ns we have done in the past. I offer
the best of zood wishes and the best of good
Iuck to Mr. Drew, and hope he may be
spared for many years to continue his great
work to assist this State.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (lion.
W, I Kitson—West) [5.34]: There are
tiines when one finds it difficult to express
one’s feelings. Ior me this is one of those
oceasions. T hope I shall not be misunder-
stood when I say that I rise with very
mixed feelings indeed, after listening to all
the highly eulogistic remarks regarding my
chief, my colleague and my friend, to ex-
press my sentiments. It is with the deepest
regret that 1 realise Mr. Drew has reached
the stage when he thinks it time to retire
from the eares of office. As members know,
T have been closely associated with him for
some years, and have at all times endeav-
oured to assist him in the many arduous
duties he has had to perform. He has set
a very high standard which, I think, is un-
surpassed in the political history of Austra-
lia. The position now is somewhat changed.
While it is with the dcepest regret that I
view his retivement, stil £ am afforded a
certain amount of pleasure in the know-
ledge that I have been chosen to sncceed him,
While we must recognise that sooner or Jater
the time must come when one has to retire
from a position heid over many years, I find
some compensation in the knowledge that I
shall not lose the valuable adviee and assist-
ance that I have received in the past from
Mr, Drew. The fact that he will be retain-
ing his seat in this Chamber is a consola-
tion to me, hecause I know his interest is
sneh that he will still be able and willing
to give me advice in the future as he has
done  in the past. | fully endorse the
remarks of other members. It will be my
constant endeavour to emulate Mr. Drew
while 1 oeccupy the position of Leader of
the House. IF, when the lime comes for me
to retire from the position, I ¢an feel that
1 have earned one-half of the respect that
has heen won by My, Drew, I shall feel that
T have veally arhieved something. If will
be very difficult to follow jn Mr., Drew’s
footsteps, he having set such a high stand-
ard, but I ~hall do my utmost to be a worthy
successor, and more than that I cannot do.

[COUNCIL.]

Association with Mr. Drew has proved very
valuable to me. As one member expressed
it, 1 found there was quite a lot to learn in
this House on assuming responsibilities here,
and association with Mr. Drew has helped
me to any suceess I may have achieved as
Honovary Minister. That association, too,
will be responsible for any success I may
achieve ag Leader of the House. | thank My
Drew tor his kindly words Lhis afternoon.
I take his place with the most sincere regret,
and I say publicly what I have already told

Mr. Drew. that so lomg as he de-
sited to vetain the position, 1 for
one would never he desirous of dis-
placing him. 1 would he quite ¢on-

tent to carry on as his assistant. However,
he very definitely determined that the time
to relinquish the position had arrived. 1
hope Mr. Drew will be spaved for many
vears in the enjoyment of good health so
that he might realise, in the closing years
of his life, that tranguillity to which refer-
cnce has been made. T hope he will continne
to gecupy a seat in this Flouse for many
years as & representntive of Central Pro-
vinee, and while he ocecupies a seat, both I
and the House will reeeive the benefit of his
great knowledge and experience. Again I
express regret at his retirement; again I
acknowledge the very great assistance I have
received from him in the past. If I can
succeed in doing as well as he has done, I
shall not only give satisfaction to the party
to which [ belong, but also to the State.

THE PRESIDENT [543): Before
patting  the notion, may 1 say that
it is 28 years since J§  first became

a member of this Mouse, and when Mr.,
Drew spoke of the past and of the men
who hkad been in the House and had passed
away, he awoke many recollections in my
mind, I ean say that this Chamber has
never had a better leader than My, Drew or
a leader who has had so diffiendt n tosk.
I endorse every word of what has been said
in appreciation of him. It is not diflienlt to
find reasons for Mr. Drew's great snceess.
No one who knows Mr. Drew could fail to
recognise his transparenl honesty of pur-
pose. He bas alwayvs shown himself eon-
scientions to an extreme degree.  He has
been very industrious, and whenever he has
addressed the Chamber has shown himself
a therough master of" the snbject. Fuarther-
more, in addressing this House be has never
irritated it, He has heen tolerant in his views
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towards others, and kindly ond considerate
towards those who differ from him. e has
ever endeavoured to win people to his way
by persuading them that the course he pur-
sued wag in the best interests of the country.
1 thank him for his kind references to my-
self. What I have done to help him in any
way I will be extremely pleased to do for
his suceessorz. I wish them successlul
Ministeria] eaveers, and hope that the same
consideration will be shown by them to-
wards me as was always exhibited by M.
Drew. There is one other characteristic of
Mr. Drew that was most marked. I think it
helped very much fowards his clfectiveness
as o Parliamentarian. Tle never interjected.
Over and over aguin 1 have listened to
speeches when his opponents were distinetly
wrong, He allowed ibem to go on, and to
commit themselves fully without correcting
them. Bui when he came to reply, his reply
for that reason was the more effective, I
do think that Mr. Drew’s Parvliamentary skill
helped him very materially in his suceesses.
His skill was shown by always keeping his
knowledge well up his sleeve until the time
came to answer his political eritics.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew——Central—in reply) [3.50f: T should
lik: to make a brief rveply. It is rveally
impossible for me adequately to reply. I
cannot say how deeply I appreciate the
very valuable sentiments which have been
expressed in my regacd. I know very well
that they will be highly valued by my wife
and family. They will be a standing testi-
mony in my favour, a certificate of char-
acter eoming from those with whom I have
worked in amity for so many vears. I have
never had suel a fribute paid to me during
my life, and it would nol be possible for
me 1o receive another such fribute. Kind
things have been said in this Fiouse hefore,
very kind things which have been 2 wreat
help to me in many wayvs. Members of the
Council have excelled themselves to-night.
I will treasure the records of the speeches
that have been made liere by those who are
ranged on a side of politics contrary to
that which I oceupy. 1 expected this,
knowing members here, and that they do
not allow political bias to zovern them on
occasions like the present. I knew very
well ther would have something to say
abont me, but I scarcely expected that they
~ould possibly have gone as far as they

did this afternoon. I hope members will
aecept my good intentions, whieh eannot
possibly he eonveyed in words. I say good-
bye to every member, and can with truth
state that I regard everyone present, and
those who are absent, not only as my poli-
tieal friends, but ny friends in every re-
spect.
Question put and passed.

Hovse adjonrned ut 5352 pm.
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ELECTORAL—BROWNHILL-IVANHOE
CONSTITUENCY.

Seat Declared Vacant.

Me. SPEAKER: 1 have received the fol-

lowing eommunication from the Nepunty
Premier:—
[ have the lonour to inform you that 3r.
F. €. L. Smith, member in the Legislative As-
sembly for the Brownhill-Ivanhoe electoral
district, has accepted an office of profit under
the Crown, to wit, the office of JMinister for
Justice - and Railways.  Weuld you be good
cnough, therefore, to issuc your warrant for the
vacancy thus ereated.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. M.
F. Trov—2Lt. Magnet) [4.351: T move—

That, owing to the aeceptance of an offier of
profit under the Crown, the seat of thie memhber
for Brownhill-Ivanhoe be declared racant.

Question put and passed.



